AALL & Create International Tournament Tutorial Template

Project Title: Unity Art Journal Page
By: Jenn Engle
Quote: I incorporated all of the elements of the final challenge because they all spoke to me in some way. I used a circle, the words unity and harmony, a lace die-cut to symbolize unity, white elements, and an open element to my project. My final element, a thread linked between the children’s hearts, brings my whole page together to show that if we really sit down and think about it, we are all way more connected than we think or realize. If we remembered that more often, there would be less hate, judgement and oppression in the world. 
Material List:
· Watercolor Paper
· Circle Die

· Dina Wakley Media Acrylic in: Turquoise, Magenta, Lemon, Ocean & Fuchsia

· Tim Holtz Mixed Media Die

· Viva Las VegaStamps: Cross Marks Background, Mesh Texture, Row of Numbers

· Distress Oxide Ink in: Picked Raspberry & Peacock Feathers

· Archival Ink in: Watering Can

· Tim Holtz Paper Dolls

· Music Paper

· Painted Paper

· India Ink

· Heart Punch

· Teal Thread

· Fude-Ball 1.5mm Pen

· Staz-On Ink Pad in: Black
· Black and White Letter Stickers
Text:

1. Start with watercolor paper and mark a circle in the center of the page
2. Mix acrylic paint with water and apply colors to page, trying not to blend them all together too much.

3. Cut out the center circle and back with lace die cut
4. Use stamps with matching ink colors all over the background for visual interest

5. Glue down music paper and colourful scallops for the Paper Dolls to stand on

6. Using a lid, make circles all over the page

7. Using a heart punch and painted paper, punch out 4 hearts

8. Connect the hearts with thread

9. Journal all around the stamped circles

10. Glue the Paper Dolls to the page

11. Add painted paper above the heads of 2 of the dolls

12. Run a black ink pad all over the edges of the paper
13. Add the words ‘unity’ and ‘harmony’ with letter stickers

Tips, Hints, Advice or any Recommendation: 
· Instead of acrylic paint mixed with water, you could use watercolors, spray inks, acrylic inks—any kind of fluid color.
· For the open circle, you could leave it blank to show thru whatever is behind it. You could also use real lace or fabric, strings, wire or another type of diecut.

· If you don’t have many colors of ink to stamp with, you can stamp with paint. Just be sure to clean your stamp right away!

· When adding multiples of an element on your page, like the circles I stamped, it’s usually good to add odd numbers. Odd numbers of elements are more pleasing to the eye. 
· My tip for writing like I do is to use exaggerated swoops in your letters and write fast. 

· I like to “frame” my pages with a black ink pad. It helps to bring your eye into the piece and creates a finished look.
